
family

1 : a group of individuals living under one roof and usually under one head : household 2 

a : a group of persons of common ancestry : clan b : a people or group of peoples regarded 

as deriving from a common stock : race 3 a : a group of people united by certain convic-

tions or a common affi liation : fellowship b : the staff of a high offi cial (as the President) 4 

: a group of things related by common characteristics: as a : a closely related series of 

elements or chemical compounds b : a group of soils with similar chemical and physical 

properties (as texture, pH, and mineral content) that comprise a category ranking above the 

series and below the subgroup in soil classifi cation c : a group of related languages de-

scended from a single ancestral language  5 a : the basic unit in society traditionally con-

sisting of two parents rearing their children; also : any of various social units differing from 

but regarded as equivalent to the traditional family <a single-parent family> b : spouse and 

children <want to spend more time with my family> 6 a : a group of related plants or ani-

mals forming a category ranking above a genus and below an order and usually comprising 

several to many genera b in livestock breeding (1) : the descendants or line of a particular 

individual especially of some outstanding female (2) : an identifi able strain within a breed 7 

: a set of curves or surfaces whose equations differ only in parameters 8 : a unit of a crime 

syndicate (as the Mafi a) operating within a geographic area

— family  (fm-l)
— A group of organisms ranking above a 
genus and below an order. The names of fami-
lies end in -ae, a plural ending in Latin. In the 
animal kingdom, family names end in -idae, 
as in Canidae (dogs and their kin), while those 
in the plant kingdom usually end in -aceae, as 
in Rosaceae (roses and their kin). See Table at 
taxonomy.
— fam·i·ly  (fm-l, fml)
— n. pl. fam·i·lies
— 1.
— a. A fundamental social group in society 
typically consisting of one or two parents and 
their children.
— b. Two or more people who share goals 
and values, have long-term commitments to 
one another, and reside usually in the same 
dwelling place.
— 2. All the members of a household under 
one roof.
— 3. A group of persons sharing common 
ancestry. See Usage Note at collective noun.
— 4. Lineage, especially distinguished lin-
eage.
— 5. A locally independent organized crime 
unit, as of the Cosa Nostra.
— 6.
— a. A group of like things; a class.
— b. A group of individuals derived from a 
common stock: the family of human beings.
— 7. Biology A taxonomic category of re-
lated organisms ranking below an order and 
above a genus. A family usually consists of 
several genera. See Table at taxonomy.
— 8. Linguistics A group of languages de-
scended from the same parent language, such 
as the Indo-European language family.

fam’i-ly {   }:  noun, (pl.-lies) life’s 
greatest gift. an eternal investment. the 
essence of life.  what waits at home to 
give you unconditional love and sup-
port. who’s there to catch you if you 
fall. who will always give you a smile, a 
soft touch, a kind word, an honest com-
pliment a listening ear or a small act 

family \fam-lē, �fa-mə \ n. 1.  
Consists of one or more per-
sons whose members speak 
with one voice in understand-
ing and love; a place where 
one belongs and is cherished.

fam·i·ly
Pronunciation: \�fam-lē, �fa-mə-\
Function: noun
Infl ected Form(s): plural fam·i·lies
Etymology: Middle English familie, from Latin familia 
household (including servants as well as kin of the household-
er), from famulus servant
Date: 15th century


